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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
= Please Order From: 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 
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Books on the Enthronement and Night Adoration 
By Father Mateo, SS.CC. 


Jesus, the King of Love — An inspiring explanation of the 
origin, nature and spirit of the Enthronement, and its auxiliary aposto- 
late of Night Adoration in the Home; a sketch of the life of their 
founder and apostle, Father Mateo, and selections of His fervid con- 
ferences on the love of the Sacred Heart. Red cloth binding. $2.00. 





Holy Hour — 21 inspirational Holy Hours for the twelve 
months of the year and special feasts, including the Feast of the Sacred 
Heart. Cloth binding. $1.50. 


Night Adoration in the Home — Intimate dialogues between 
the Sacred Heart and the Night Adorer, in which the Divine Heart 
pleads for consolation and love, and the adorer responds wtih whole- 
hearted love. 25¢ ORDER FROM: Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Mo. 








Ecclesiastical Fabrics 


Liturgical Colors 
Gold Brocades Linens 
Bandings — Emblems Ecclesiastical Trimmings 


(Prompt Deliveries) 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 





*“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 
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petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
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PREMIUMS for January 


For ONE Subscription 


Packet of Holy Name Leaflets — Our recently published leaflet and 
bookmark on the Holy Name have been surprisingly appealing to those 
who have seen them. This month we offer a packet for one subscription 
with the suggestion that they be used or passed to others to honor the 
Holy Name and make reparation for Its misuse. OR:— 

Immaculate Heart of Mary — An inspiring picture of the Immacu- 
late Heart of Mary for one’s desk or bookmark. Richly colored. 2% 
x 4in. OR:— 

Guard of Honor and the -Holy Hour — Reflections and prayers on 
the Guard of Honor of the Sacred Heart and the Holy Hour. OR:— 

Infant of Prague Torpedo Pencil — A very handy pencil for pocket 
or purse. Consists of a 2-way pencil holder, made of white plastic 
material with an image of the Infant of Prague imprinted on it in blue 
and the inscription: The more you honor Me, the more I will bless you. 
The holder is designed so pencil may be inserted in two ways for writ- 
ing, according to one’s preference for a longer or shorter pencil. Eraser 
and pencil come with each holder. 


For TWO Subscriptions 


Artistic Picture of Pope Pius XII with calendar for 1949 — A very 
appealing likeness of our Holy Father, lithographed in contrasting 
colors, and mounted on a red backing 10 x 13 inches, with 1949 calen- 
dar showing feast and fast days. 


For THREE Subscriptions 


Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti — An interesting biography 
of a Benedictine religious of Italy, whose cause for beatification is ad- 
vancing, and whose intercession has obtained striking favors for those 
who implore her help. OR:— 

Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — Two com- 
panion booklets that will assist you to a fervent celebration of the 
Feasts of Our Lord in the spirit of Holy Mother Church. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Catholic Church, founded by Christ upon the 
Rock of Peter, is the "City of God,” which, under the 


guidance and protection of the Holy Spirit, dispenses the 


life-giving streams of grace through the Seven Sacraments, 
to refresh weary pilgrims of earth on their heavenward 
journey and bring them safely to their eternal home. That 
all men may soon be united in her one true fold should be 


our fervent prayer, especially during Church Unity Octave. 
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Wobernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 44 January, 1949 No. 9 


Mew Year Greeting 


To the Readers of “Fabernacle and Purgatory” 
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0, HE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the charity of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all’ (2 Cor. xiii. 13). This is our heartfelt greeting to 

all our dear Readers at the beginning of the New Year. 
May God be with you and assist you by His grace in all your 
undertakings; may He shield you from all dangers to which you 
may be exposed; may He soften all the sorrows that may fall 
to your share; may He grant your requests and pardon your 
faults and failings. 

May God be with you in all temptations to help you to 
overcome them; in all your anxieties to dispel them. May He 
help you to make good use of prosperity; may He take away the 
sting of bitterness from poverty. May He bless your labors and 
console you in your losses. 

May He be with you in your homes, in the midst of your 
families. May He grant you the grace to be always with Him by 
your faithfulness in obeying His commandments, by your love for 
Him, and your charity toward your neighbor, and above all, by 
your frequent assistance at Holy Mass and reception of His life- 
giving Sacraments! 
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EVOTION to the Holy Name of Jesus goes back to the day 
when the Angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she was to 
be the Mother of a Son who was to be called Jesus, for, said 
he, “He shall be great and shall be called the Son of the 
Most High” (Luke i. 31). In God’s eyes, therefore, this 
Name is so important that it is the one Name “which the 
mouth of the Lord hath named” (Isa. lxii. 2). When the 
Blessed Virgin, anxious to fulfil all the prescriptions of the 
Mosaic Law, had her Child circumcised on the eighth day, 
“His Name was called JESUS, the name given Him by the 
angel before He was conceived in the womb” (Luke ii. 21). 

The whole story of the life and death of Jesus is a carving out of the 
hidden meaning of His Name: SAVIOR. “And whoever calls upon 

the Name of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. x. 13). 

So adorable is this Name that no one can pronounce It worthily 
“except in the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. xii. 3). It is the Name “that is 
above every name, so that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bend 
in heaven, on earth, and under the earth” (Phil. ii. 9). In that Name 
devils are cast out, serpents are taken up without harm, poison is drunk 
with no evil effect, and Its disciples speak with new tongues (Mark xvi. 
17). In that Name, “whatsoever shall be asked of the Father, shall be 
obtained” (John xvi. 24). By virtue of that Name, the lame walk 
(Acts iii. 6) ; Its power must be the guiding principle of the Christian 
in his daily life: “Whatever you do in word or in work, do all in the 
Name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through Him” (Col. iii. 
17). 

In the early Church, devotion to the Holy Name was spontaneous, 
for the simple reason that in that age “the Blood of Christ was still 
warm in the hearts of the faithful,” and the odor of the Name of Jesus 
drew all men of good will after It, as St. Jerome expressed it. In the 
Acts of the Martyrs we read frequent accounts of how these heroes of 
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the Faith died with the Name of Jesus on their lips, proudly confessing 
It in the face of the irate Roman judges. In succeeding centuries ec- 
clesiastical writers made the Holy Name of Jesus the object of glow- 
ing praises. But the real foundation of devotion to the Holy Name of 
Jesus is to be found without doubt in the Gospels, and in St. Paul’s 
Epistles, where It is mentioned no less than 249 times. St. Paul studs 
his letters with It as with precious jewels. He knew Its might as a 
convert-maker, and he took every occasion to glorify It. 

During the first three hundred years of Christianity, devotion to 
the Holy Name was at white heat, yet during that same period It was 
reviled by Jews and pagans in every manner, whether by word of 
mouth, foul writings, vulgar parody, ribald song or grotesque carica- 
ture. Such insults wounded the hearts of adoring Christians most pain- 
fully and they made every attempt to make reparation by a greater 
devotion to this Holy Name and by increased reverence for It. Through- 
out the centuries the situation has been much the same — on the one 
hand, the enemies of the Holy Name; on the other, Its defenders and 
adorers. The barbarian invasions, the Crusades, the Moslem influence, 
all had their effect on reverence or lack of reverence shown to the Holy 
Name. The vibrant faith which manifested itself in public veneration 
of the Holy Name during these times found an interpreter in St. Ber- 
nard, who not only composed hymns in Its honor, which are stil] used 
today in the Office of the feast of the Holy Name, but also delivered 
several sermons on the Circumcision which are in themselves lyrical 
hymns in praise of the Name of Jesus. The literature of Benedictine 
monasteries is tinctured with most tender devotion to the Holy Name. 
Indeed, the hidden roots of devotion to the Sacred Heart lie very close 
to this devotion. 

Confraternities in honor of the Holy Name were erected in Do- 
minican churches as early as 1274, in order to counteract the propa- 
gation of irreverence, profanity and blasphemy which had greatly in- 
creased, due to the efforts of heretics to discountenance things Catho- 
lic. In 1443, what was probably the first Holy Name procession was 
held in Lisbon on New Year’s Day. In these confraternities and pro- 
cessions can be traced the beginnings of our present-day Holy Name 
societies, which do so much good in promoting devotion to the Holy 
Name and in discouraging all irreverence towards It. 

In our age, in proportion as our churchless people are losing all 
knowledge of Christ and appreciation for revealed religion, and are 
unconcerned for the sacredness of this Name, so must devotion to the 
Holy Name increase amongst Catholics. In a land like our own where 
free speech only too often degenerates into license, the restraining in- 
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fluence of those who are active and sincere members of the Holy Name 
Society calls forth the praise of all thinking people. But it is not 
necessary to be a member of the Holy Name Society, nor indeed even 
a Catholic, to love and respect the Name of Jesus. On the other hand, 
when the evil and ugliness of profanity and obscene speech is found 
even among those who profess to be loyal followers of Christ, how 
heart-piercing it must be to Him! There are no enemies comparable 
to the “enemies of one’s own household,” those who in a fatal moment 
betray the Name of Jesus. “Out of the same mouth comes blessing 
and cursing.” Truly, as St. James says, the tongue is a world of ini- 
quity... an inquiet evil, full of deadly poison.” 

The astonishing disrespect for the Name of God in our times, 
and the widespread prevalence of profanity, blasphemy, obscene speech, 
and perjury, ought to call forth the militant spirit of all Catholics, 
who, as devoted followers of Christ, must strive the more to prevent 
His being delivered up to His enemies in this way. Let each one of 
us therefore resolve to do all that he can to overcome any bad habits 
of his own in this regard, to make reparation for abuse of the Holy 
Name, to promote the spread of devotion to It, and to cultivate the 
practice of frequently pronouncing the Name of JESUS in loving rep- 
aration. “Blessed be God! Blessed be His Holy Name! Blessed be 
Jesus Christ, true God and true Man! Blessed be the Name of Jesus!” 





Redeem the Time 


abide 
AINT Paul’s exhortation to the newly-converted Ephe- 
sians on the good use of time might furnish us some’ 
profitable food for thought at the beginning of the 
new epoch of time opening out to us — the year of 
1949. “Brethren,” he says, “see how you walk 
circumspectly, not as unwise, but as wise; redeeming the time, because 
the days are evil” (Ephes. v. 15, 16). 

Time has been given us, as we know, that by it we may gain 
eternity. How foolhardy it would be, then, if we were to waste the 
short span of our life or use even a small portion of our time un- 
profitably or for evil purposes. The Apostle’s vigorous expression: 
“Redeeming the time,” signifies to buy time, to put it out to profit, and 
this is exactly what the fervent Christian should do who wishes to 
make it profitable for eternity. 

St. Anselm explains the phrase in the sense that we should, as it 
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were, buy back and redeem the time we have lost through sin, by tears 
of penitence and true repentance, by self-denial, and works of charity. 

“If you would know how precious time is,” writes the late saintly 
Benedictine Abbot of Emmaus, Benedict Sauter, “if you would learn 
its worth, ask the damned, for they know it by experience. Come 
forth from thy abyss, thou rich glutton. Tell us, what thou wouldst 
give for a single year, a single day, for a single hour of thy time. ‘I 
would give,’ he replies, ‘the whole world, a thousand worlds, if I had 
them; I would give up all delights, all treasures. Oh, had I but one 
moment to recollect myself, to do penance, to gain forgiveness: this 
moment I would gladly buy with all efforts, works of penance, suf- 
ferings, which men have ever borne, or are now bearing in purgatory 
and in hell, though the agony should endure a thousand, a million 
years!’ 

“Ask the souls in purgatory. They will tell you: ‘If we could 
return to the time when merit and satisfaction are possible, we would 
for this gladly give all the gold and precious stones of the whole 
world, yes, our very blood and life, and would suffer death a thousand 
times.’ 

“Ask the blessed. They will answer you: ‘Happy are you mor- 
tals!’ Oh, that you knew what merit, what profit for eternal glory, you 
could gain in a moment of time, you would use every moment with 
sweat and effort. Oh, if we could only once again return to the time 
in which merit can be gained, we would buy back one single hour with 
all torments — fire, wild beasts, and other tortures — and would will- 
ingly endure all that the saints have suffered until the day of judgment. 
Oh, precious moments, on which hangs eternity! As many moments 
as here thou idly losest, thou losest so much eternal glory which thou 
couldst have gained through labor, through suffering, through true 
conversion of soul; and if there could be repentance in heaven, thou 
wouldst repent of nothing but thy lost or ill-spent time.’ 

“This is the language of the saints, whose standard of reckoning 
is eternity, and who measure by it the value of time. It is these eternal 
truths which we must convert into treasure, and all the more, since, as 
the Apostle says, ‘the days are evil.’ The days of this life are full of 
trouble, misery, dangers and temptations, which partly deprive us of 
the opportunity of good works, partly make them difficult and imperil 
them. You have also, the Apostle would say, only an uncertain, short 
time, filled with hindrances and difficulties, in which to work out your 
eternal salvation; see to it, then, that you make good use of this mo- 
ment, on which your eternity hangs.” 








Che Epiphany and the Eucharist 


By Bl. Julian Eymard 
tithe 
The Love of the Magi, the Model of Our Love of the Eucharist 


ET us examine the homage of love which the Magi paid 
to the Divine Babe, and see what homage our own heart 
ought to render the God of the Eucharist. Faith con- 
ducts to Jesus Christ; love finds and adores Him. What 
was the love of the Magi adorers? It was a perfect love. 

Now, love manifests itself in three ways, and those manifestations are 

its life. 

First, it manifests itself by sympathy. Sympathy of soul is the 
bond, the law of two lives. By it one becomes like the other. The 
action of natural sympathy, and, with stronger reason, of supernatural 
sympathy with Our Lord, is the powerful attraction, the uniform trans- 
formation of two souls into one, of two bodies into one. As fire ab- 
sorbs and transforms into itself every sympathetic matter, so is the 
Christian transformed by love into Jesus Christ, into God. 

But how did the Magi sympathize so quickly with that little Child, 
who as yet spoke no word, revealed no thought? Love has seen, love 
is united to love. Ah! do you not see the kings kneeling among the 
animals before the Crib, and in that state so humble, so humiliating 
for kings, adoring this feeble Infant, who gazes on them in childlike 
simplicity? What speech effects between friends, love alone does 
here. Do you not see that they imitate as closely as possible the state 
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of the Divine Infant? Love is imitative, because it is sympathetic. They 
would wish to abase themselves, to annihilate themselves even to the 
bowels of the earth, the better to adore, the better to resemble Him 
who, from the throne of His glory, humbled Himself so far as to 
descend into the Crib under the form of a slave. 

The Magi embrace the humility that the Word Incarnate has es- 
poused, the poverty that He has deified, the suffering that He has 
divinized. Love, we see, is a transformer. It produces identity of 
life. It renders kings simple, the learned humble, the rich poor of 
heart. The Magi were all that. 

Sympathy is necessary to a life of love, because it sweetens sacri- 
fice and assures constancy. Sympathy, in one word, is the true proof 
of love and the pledge of its duration. Love that is not sympathetic 
is a toilsome virtue, sublime sometimes, but without joy, without 
the charms of friendship. 

The Christian called to live the life of love for God has need of 
this sympathy of love. Now, it is in the Holy Eucharist that Our Lord 
gives us the sweet testimony that He loves us personally as His friends. 
It is there that He permits us to rest our heart on His own, like the 
Beloved Disciple. There it is that He makes us taste, at least in pass- 
ing, the sweetness of the celestial manna. It is there that He causes us 
to experience in our heart the joy of possessing its God, as did Zac- 
cheus; its Savior, as did Magdalen; its Sovereign Happiness, and its 
All, as did the spouse in the Canticle of Canticles. There escape those 
sighs of love: “Oh, how sweet Thou art! how good Thou art! how 


? 


tender Thou art, O Jesus, toward him who receives Thee with love! 

But the sympathy of love stops not at enjoyment. It is a furnace 
which the Savior has lighted in the sympathetic heart. The Eucharist 
is a coal that inflames man. Fire is active, it is an encroacher, and so 
the soul feels herself forced to cry out under its action, “What shall 
I do, O my God, in return for so much love?” And Jesus answers: 
“Thou must become like unto Me, live for Me, live by Me.” The 
transformation will be easy. “In the school of love,” says the Imita- 
tion, “they do not walk, they run, they fly.” 

Secondly, love manifests itself by perfect similarity of sentiments. 
It desires to rule over every other sentiment, to be the only and absolute 
master of the heart. Love is one. It tends to unity. . Unity is its es- 
sence. It absorbs, or is absorbed. 

This truth shines forth in all its brilliancy in the adoration of the 
Magi. No sooner have they found the Royal Babe than, without @ 
glance at the unworthiness of the place, at the animals that find there 
a shelter, and thus render it more repulsive, without demanding prodi- 
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gies from heaven, or explanations from the Mother; without curiously 
inspecting the Infant they fall at once on their knees and adore Him. 
They adore Him alone. They see only Him. They are come but for 
Him. The Gospel makes no mention of the honor they rendered to 
His holy Mother. In presence of the sun, the stars cease to shine. 
Adoration is one, like the love that inspires it. 

Now the Eucharist is the perfection of the love of Jesus Christ 
for man, since it is the quintessence of all the mysteries of His life of 
Savior. All that Jesus Christ did from His Incarnation even to His 
Cross had for end the gift of the Eucharist, His personal and cor- 
poreal union with every Christian by Communion. He saw in Com- 
munion the means of communicating to us all the treasures of His 
Passion, all the merits of His life. Oh, the prodigy of love! “He who 
eats My Flesh, abides in ‘Me, and I in him.” 

The Eucharist ought also- to be the perfection of our love for 
Jesus Christ, if on our side we wish to reach the end proposed in Holy 
Communion, namely, the transformation of ourselves into Him by 
union. The Eucharist ought, then, to be the rule of our virtues, the 
soul of our piety, the supreme desire of our life, the royal and domi- 
nant thought of our heart, the glorious standard of our combats and 
sacrifices. Without this unity of action we shall never arrive at the 
perfection of love, but with it, nothing is sweeter or easier. We then 
have the power of the whole man and of the entire Godhead, effecting 
in concert the reign of love. “My Beloved to me, and I to Him.” 

Thirdly, and lastly, love manifests itself by gifts. The perfec- 
tion of the gift speaks the perfection of love. The Sacred Writer de- 
scribes in most explicit detail the manner and the circumstances of the 
Magi’s gifts. “And opening,” says he, “their treasures, they offered 
Him gold, incense, and myrrh.” 

Gold is the tribute offered to kings. Myrrh honors the sepulture 
of the great. Incense is the symbol of the homage that man owes to 
Almighty God. Or, rather, these three gifts represent entire humanity 
at the feet of the Infant God. Gold is power and riches, myrrh is 
suffering, incense is prayer. 

The law of the Eucharistic worship began at Bethlehem in order 
to perpetuate itself in the Cenacle of the Eucharist. The kings began; 
we must continue their homage. Jesus in the Sacrament has need of 
gold, because He is the King of kings. He has need of gold, because 
He has a right to a throne more splendid than that of Solomon. He 
needs gold for His sacred vessels, for His altar. Is it that the Eu- 
charist should not be better treated than the Ark, which was made of 
the finest gold, the purest gold given by the faithful people? 
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Jesus in the Holy Eucharist has need of myrrh no longer for 
Himself, for He consummated His sacrifice on the Cross, and the Re- 
surrection glorified His Divine Body and His sacred tomb. But hav- 
ing constituted Himself our perpetual Victim on the altar, that Victim 
must needs suffer, but in us and by us. He finds again in us who are 
His members, the sense, the life, and the merit of His suffering. We 
complete and give to Him His true, actual quality of immolated Victim. 

Incense is also due Him. The priest offers it to Him frequently. 
But He longs still more for the incense of our adoration, that He may 
give us in return His blessings and His graces. 

How fortunate we are to be able by the Eucharist to share the 
happiness of Mary, of the Magi, and of the first disciples who ren- 
dered homage to Jesus Christ! We have in the Holy Eucharist still 
the poverty of Bethlehem to succor. Oh, yes, all the goods of grace 
and glory come to us by the Divine Eucharist! They take their source 
in Bethlehem, the heaven of love. They are accruing during the whole 
life of the Savior. All these floods of grace, of virtues, and of merits 
are cast into this ocean of the adorable Sacrament in which we find 
them in all their plenitude. 

But our duties, also, flow from the Eucharist. The love of the 
Eucharist obliges us to a generous return. The Magi, the first adorers, 
are our models. Let us be worthy of their royal faith toward Jesus 
Christ. Let us be the heirs of their love, and one day we shal] inherit 
their glory. 





Misery Calls upon Mercy 


Me, 


Me, Me 
PILES IES 


MONG the many innocent victims of the recent war in Europe, 

perhaps none are suffering more keenly than the various religious 
communities whose convents, because located in industrial regions, were 
heavily bombarded and in many instances completely demoiished. Many 
of the Sisters perished, others were wounded, and the survivors com- 
pelled to take flight. As soon as hostilities ceased, a great number of 
these heroic souls made every effort to re-establish their convents. 
They began to clear away the debris so that it became possible for at 
least the stronger members to live in the basements or in small por- 
tions of their ruined convents, Little by little these managed to rebuild 
a part of their former homes, with their own hands, using for the 
most part the materials they had dug out of the debris, and all this in 
spite of their weakened bodies, with insufficient food and clothing and 
no heating. Thus portions of the afflicted communities have been able 
to return to some semblance of community life, though they lack not 
only conveniences but very often the bare necessities of existence. 
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Other members of these communities, for whom there is not suffi- 
cient room, are scattered among relatives, or live in small groups in 
rented and very crowded quarters —— in one instance as many as thirty 
Sisters being crowded into two rooms, which must serve as dormitory 
for the sick, as well as working, eating and living quarters for all. 
‘Their poverty is extreme, and they lack the means to buy fuel and 
other necessary provisions. In addition, the health of the surviving 
Sisters has been greatly impaired by the many hardships they have 
passed through. 

Since there is no possibility of obtaining assistance in their own 
‘country, they look to America as their only hope, and plead most piti- 
fully for help in God’s name, not merely on their own account, but be- 
cause of the poor who come to them in their distress. The following 
excerpt from a letter gives a picture of conditions in general:— 


“Our poor expressions are certainly not sufficient to tell you our apprecia- 
tion and gratitude for the help you have given us. But be assured that our 
hearts are full of lively thankfulness, and we pray fervently every day for our 
kind benefactors to the Giver of all good gifts, the Blessed Jesus, that His 
Divine Heart may fill them with all good and shower upon them His choicest 
blessings and Divine graces. 

How beautiful is the charity of Christ, of which you have given us a 
magnificent example. You do not know us, you live so far away beyond the 
sea; but your charity knows no barriers, no distance, and above all it considers 
no sacrifice, and from far-away America you send your generous help to 
souls consecrated to God and grievously stricken by the scourge of war. 

“We do not want to abuse your goodness and generosity by asking for 
more sacrifices. But we wish to ask that, if it is possible, you speak on our 
behalf to good and benevolent souls so that if it be the will of God they may 
come to our assistance, in whatever way possible, in the many difficulties that 
surround our poor convent. Believe us, the trials are so great and so many, 
and the preoccupations so grave, that if it were not for our confidence in God, 
and the strength we find in prayer, it would be enough, as we say here, to 
lose one’s mind. 

“Oh, how terrible a thing is war! And in what disastrous conditions it 
has placed us! Through how many changes we have passed! To narrate all 
would require a large volume. This our begging for alms is nothing else than 
the effect of the tremendous hurricane we have passed through, which still lasts 
too long even after the war, so that today there is no fear of exaggerating our 
sad condition. We find ourselves without a cent in the house, and making 
daily debts for what is most necessary so as not to perish from hunger, and only 
to think of them fills us with terror. We are sure you will take to heart our 
sad situation by extending your hand and collecting alms from good persons. 
We shall help you by our prayers that God may awaken good and generous 
souls... Be certain that some day Jesus will give our benefactors a worthy 
reward!” 

Surely our Divine Savior will reward most generously all who assist His 
beloved spouses in their extreme need! CLOTHING AND SHOES (used or 
new), and MONEY OFFERINGS for the relief of poor war victims will 
qladly be forwarded as heretofore, if addressed to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Flight into Egypt 
: Ft 


Our Blessed Mother revealed to one of her devoted servants that among 
all the mysteries of Our Lord’s holy life, that of the Flight into Egypt is most 
frequently overlooked and least honored. For this reason it is most pleasing to 
Him when loving souls contemplate this mystery and compassionate the Holy 
Family in the hardships and sufferings it entailed. Our Lady also promised 
special graces to those who perform some special devotion in honor of this 


mystery. 
General Characteristics of This Mystery 


f : ET us first read the account of this deep and strange mystery 


very carefully in a spirit of faith. It contains the most valu- 
able and important lessons. The narrative is to be found 
in St. Matthew’s Gospel (ii. 13-23). 

“Behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph, say- 
ing: ‘Arise, and take the Child and His Mother, and flee into Egypt, 
and remain there until I tell thee. For Herod will seek the Child to 
destroy Him.’ So he arose, and took the Child and His Mother by night, 
and withdrew into Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod; 
that there might be fulfilled what was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, saying: ‘Out of Egypt I called My Son...’ 

“But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying; ‘Arise, and take the Child and 
His Mother, and go into the land of Israel, for those who sought the 
Child’s life are dead! So he arose and took the Child and His Mother 
and went into the land of Israel. But hearing that Archelaus was 
reigning in Judea in place of his father, Herod, he was afraid to go 
there; and being warned in a dream, he withdrew into the region of 
Galilee. And he went and settled in a town called Nazareth: that there 
might be fulfilled what was spoken through the prophets: ‘He shall 
be called a Nazarene’” (Matt. ii. 13-15, 19-23). 

Such is the bare narrative of the Flight into Egypt. How bewilder- 
ing it all is to poor human reason! Here is the Son of God who has 
come into the world and taken our nature upon Himself for our sal- 
vation, and while He is still but a gracious and gentle Babe, men pur- 
sue Him with their hatred, and desire to put Him to death.* The 
Eternal Word seeks to hinder them from committing this terrible crime, 
and that is why He takes flight; He might have resorted to thousands 
of other means, but He chose this, and His very choice seems to show 


*The Gospel seems to imply that Herod was not the only one to 
seek to put the Holy Child to death. It says: “For they are dead,” etc. 
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that He is helpless against human wickedness and hatred. Note, too, 
the circumstances of His flight. It is dark, and the town of Nazareth 
must be left in haste; and, as if the Son of God knew not the plans 
of his enemies, an angel comes down from heaven in the middle of 
the night to warn St. Joseph, the guardian of the Holy Child. Why 
was the news so sudden and unexpected? Was it not foreseen? It 
is an angel who gives the command to fly, and, as if he were speaking 
to persons without any prudence or position, he says, “And be there 
until I shall tell thee.” 

O defiance of all human reason! O plans of the Almighty pass- 
ing all understanding! Quam incomprehensibilia sunt judicia ejus et 
investigabiles vie ejus! How incomprehensible are His judgments 
and how unsearchable His ways!” (Rom. xi. 33.) 

On the other hand, how full of light is this dark mystery! Thus 
did God the Father treat His own Son; and thus, therefore, does He 
deal with the Church and His saints through all the ages. The just 
usually have to undergo humiliation, and the wicked often win the day. 
Hence there is no need to be surprised at the trials of the Sovereign 
Pontiff and the Holy See at certain periods, nor at the afflictions of 
the clergy and of many of the faithful. Sometimes they are threatened 
with death and hated with an invincible hatred. Sometimes they are 
obliged to fly from their fatherland and to leave everything, to appear 
to the public as guilty of all sorts of offenses, as troublers of the 
national peace, as conspirators against the welfare of the state. And 
who can tell the end of such times of trial? The hour is known to 
God alone. “Be there until I shall tell thee!” 

In such times as these, let us show a special devotion to the mys- 
tery of the Flight into Egypt. Let our faith thus become more en- 
lightened and invincible, our hope more full of strength and courage, 
our patience and humility more firm and secure. Let us look upon 
the enemies of Holy Church and upon our own enemies as instruments 
in the hands of God. Unless they are fulfilling His designs they are 
powerless. Of the wrath of Herod we are told that it did but help to 
fulfil the ancient prophecy: “Out of Egypt have I called My Son.” 


The Humiliation of Jesus and Mary’s Sorrow in This Mystery 


How the Holy Child of Nazareth always appears as a Victim! 
How stamped He is with humiliation! Here we are reminded of the 
victim under the Law. It was an object of general rejection, and, in 
a manner, of malediction. Jesus has to flee in haste; He is driven far 
from His native land and people, far from the Temple. He is cast 
amongst the heathen after having to pass through the wilderness. For 
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years He is regarded as a poor alien. He is the Light, but this Light 
is put out so far as those are concerned upon whom it was meant to 
shine. He is might and power, and all about Him wears an appearance 
of weakness and helplessness. He is the Lord, and He looks like a 
fugitive slave trying to escape the chastisement of an angry master. 
Thus is the Word revealed amongst His creatures! The humiliation 
of Bethlehem was immense, and that of the Circumcision was peculiarly 
hard and painful. But here our God seems to reach a still lower 
depth. Oh, how abominable and how arrogant our pride must be 
that such lessons of humility as these have to be so frequently repeated 
for our sakes! 

And just as the humiliation of Jesus in this mystery is extreme, 
so is the sorrow of His holy Mother unfathomable. In. her liturgy, 
the Church counts the Flight into Egypt among the seven Sorrows of 
Mary. 

But how can we form any conception of this new suffering of Our 
Lady? The aged Simeon had foretold the sword of sorrow. Unfor- 
tunately that sword was not slow in piercing the heart of the holy 
Mother of God. Her suffering was manifold; externally she suffered 
from the hasty departure, the length of the journey, the sadness of 
her sojourn amongst a strange and idolatrous people, with its great 
privations. 


Mary’s Sorrow as Described by Father Faber 


“But the most grievous part of Mary’s dolor remains to be told, 
and there is not one who can tell it as it should be told. We should 
understand it, if we had a revelation of Mary’s heart; but even then 
we could not translate it into words. It was a mixture of sharpest 
pain, wounded feeling, distress so great as to seem unexpected, horror 
that yearned to disbelieve. what it saw, a cruel crushing together of all 
the loves of her Immaculate Heart. It arose from the vision of men’s 
hatred of Jesus, made visible in this dolor. Beautiful Child! won- 
derfully sheathing the keen grandeurs of the Godhead in that scabbard 
of true infant’s flesh! Was there ever anything so winning, ever any- 
thing so hateless, as this blessed Child! Why should men turn against 
Him thus? Why should the eyes of kings pierce the shrouds of His 
innocuous obscurity, like wild lynxes, and why thirst for the little 
shallow stream of His Blood, as if He were a tempting prey for savage 
natures? Harmless, helpless, silent, pleading, beautiful! and men 
drive Him from their haunts as if He were a monster, heartless, tyran- 
nical, blood-stained, with all the revulsion of great iniquity and dark 
secret crime about Him! And His Mother knew how beautiful He was, 
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and therefore how unutterable was the sacrilege of that cruel exile, 
of that murderous pursuit, which only ended in exile because God 
would not let it go farther, and deprived Ferocity of its Victim. She 
knew too that He was God, the Creator come among His creatures; 
and yet although He has not interfered with them yet, has not even 
spoken to them, but has only looked at them with His sweet face, they 
are tormented with restlessness, feel Him a burden, though she who 
carried Him all over the desert can testify that He is lighter than a 
feather, or at least so seems to her maternal love, and finally make Him 
fly before them even before He can walk. This was the welcome God 
had been waiting for now these four thousand years! Merciful heav- 
ens! is not Divine Love a thing simply incredible! .. All the loves 
in her heart were crushed!” (Rev. Frederick Wm. Faber, The Foot of 
the Cross, chap. iii.) 


The Disposition with Which We Should Take Part in This Mystery 


Whatever may be the Divine dealings with us, we must never take 
offence. Our Lord Himself bids us avoid any such sentiments, for it 
contradicts both His goodness and His wisdom. “Blessed is he who 
is not scandalized in Me” (Matt. xi. 6). 

“All the ways of the Lord are mercy and truth” (Ps. xxiv. 10). 
They are mercy, because in all His dealings with men, especially with 
the elect, that is to say, those who are faithful to Him, God’s sole end 
is their good in this world and in the next. If He sends them trials, 
it is because He desires to provide them with help to avoid sin, to ex- 
piate their past misdeeds, to acquire virtues to win heaven, such as 
patience, humility, gentleness, simplicity, scorn for things that perish, 
and love for the things of eternity. Clearly, then, such dealings do 
but bear witness to great mercy and fatherly loving-kindness! 

And these ways of the Lord are also truth, because however ob- 
scure and inexplicable and mysterious God’s dealings may appear to 
us, they are always infinitely wise and just, and infinitely worthy of 
our adoration and praise. When we read the history of mankind from 
the days of Adam, and particularly the history of God’s chosen people 
and of His Church, we are sometimes surprised to see the ungodly 
triumph and the holiest causes apparently lost. Oh, let us take. good 
care not to harbor any doubts as to the designs of Providence, which 
are always infallible, always careful in the slightest details, always 
able to draw good out of evil in a marvellous manner as soon as God’s 
hour has come! 

The ways of God! Let us ever adore them, let us adore them in 
the past, in the present, and in the future. Let us be very careful not 
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to be misled by erring reason. If others take offense, let us be stead- 
fast in our faith and hope like Tobias of old: “He repined not against 
God,” says the Scripture, “because the evil of blindness had befallen 
him, but continued immovable in the fear of God, giving thanks to 
God all the days of his life.” And when his parents and his wife up- 
braided him for his faith and hope in the Most High, he answered 
with tears, saying: “Thou art just, O Lord, and all Thy judgments 
are just, and all Thy ways mercy and truth and judgment.” 

This truly patient and humble man had the spirit of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph in their flight into the desert, when they were pursued by 
the wickedness of men, and still adored the dealings of their Father 
who is in heaven. 

Not only should we not take offense at the ways of God, what- 
ever they may be, but we should be convinced that His severity towards 
us is a proof of His great love for us. 

Who ever was more afflicted than Jesus, and who was ever more 
loved by God the Father than He? Here is the explanation of that 
apparent rigor with which God often treats those who are His own. 


He loves them, and therefore He chastises them to keep them 
faithful, treating them like children, who are never spared any punish- 
ment which may do them good. This is the teaching of St. Paul in 
the following passage: “Have you forgotten the exhortation that is 
addressed to you as sons, saying, ‘My son, neglect not the discipline 
of the Lord, neither be thou weary when thou art rebuked by Him. 
For whom the Lord loves He chastises; and He scourges every son 
whom He receives. Continue under discipline. God deals with you 
as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not correct? 
But if you are without discipline, in which all have had a share, then 
you are illegitimate children and not sons... Furthermore, we had 
fathers of our flesh to correct us, and we reverenced them. Shall we 
not much more obey the Father of spirits and live? For they indeed 
corrected us for a few days, as they saw fit; but He for our benefit, 
that we may share His holiness. Now all discipline seems for the 
present to be a matter not for joy but for grief; but afterwards it 
yields the most peaceful fruit of justice to those who have been exer- 
cised by it” (Heb. xii. 5-11). 

Let us, then, love our Father who has such merciful intentions 
towards us who are so rebellious and ungrateful. Ah! how sweet 
will it be to see through all eternity how infinitely good and just and 
merciful towards us God was, when He made us share the bitter cup 
which was the lot of Jesus and Mary and Joseph, and of all the saints! 
“This every one is sure of that worshipeth Thee,” says the daughter 
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of Raguel, “that his life, if it be under trial, shall be crowned; and 
if it be under correction, it shal] be allowed to come to Thy mercy. 
For thou art not delighted in our being lost: because after a storm 
Thou makest a calm; and after tears and weeping, Thou pourest in 
joyfulness” (Tob. iii. 21, 22). 

Let us, then, dwell in peace, humility, and confidence, putting our- 
selves in the Father’s hands, like Jesus, Mary and Joseph who rested 
so calmly in God amidst their terrible trials. However wicked and 
spiteful men may be, they have no power over us; hence, they can 
do us no harm unless God permit; and such harm will only be allowed 
for some end of mercy, goodness, and wisdom, infinitely to be loved 
and adored! If the gates of hell only knew what the end must be, 
they would take care not to assail us, because their attacks are inevit- 
ably defeated, if we abide in our Father’s care. But. the powers of 
hell hope to make us let go our hold on the stronghold of peace and 
safety by their repeated assaults. They hope that in the thick of our 
trials we shall come to doubt the Providence and Love of God, and 
that when we are once cut off and, as it were, isolated from Him in 
union with whom is our strength, they will distress and discourage us 
beyond measure, and thus overcome us. Oh, let us beware of fall- 
ing into this dire snare! Like Jesus and Mary, and lowly Joseph, 
let us ever be resigned to God, entirely given up into the hands of His 
Providence, and confiding in His love. And then we shall abide in 
peace, and this peace will be an impregnable stronghold! 

O Jesus, O Mary! grant that it may be thus with me amidst all 
the vicissitudes and contrarieties of this life. Is not this, too, an es- 
sential mark of the victim who intends to set himself along with Thee 
on the altar of Sacrifice? On that altar, beneath the Father’s eyes, in 
the simplicity and universality of his oblation, how can the victim 
allow himself to be troubled about earthly matters? O sweet repose! 
O quiet peace! O calm and entire self-surrender! O fearless giving up 
of self with no return! When shall I be able to enjoy such unutter- 
able sweetness? When shall I abide therein as in a sure dwelling? 

(“Jesus Christ, Priest and Victim,” by Rev. M. Giraud.) 
LVO-OUnD 

At the close of the year, let us follow the counsel of St. Francis 
de Sales: “Employ the last hours of the year in scrutinizing your heart; 
ask pardon of God for the past, and beg Him to render you more 
docile in future.” Let us commit the past to the mercy of God, mind- 
ful only of graces received; let us consecrate the present to the love 
of God, to His glory, and to His service; let us entrust the future to 
His Divine Providence. 
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(Matt. xvi. 18). 








The One True Fold 


soKbeLietie 


)S A leaven uniting Christians of all denominations, the 
» Church Unity Octave continues, as in the past, to exert 
a wonderful influence. This year in all probability 
more than ever before, Catholics and non-Catholics will 
join in ever-increasing numbers in the prayers of the 
Octave, with the keen realization that the daily inten- 
tions are in keeping with the sublime ideal of Our Lord’s own prayer 
on the eve of His Passion, that ALL may be ONE as He and the Father 
are ONE. Certain it is that never before has there been a greater need 
for unity among Christians to offset the activity of so many evil forces 
which are gradually undermining mankind’s appreciation of eternal 
and sacred things, and uprooting belief even in the existence of God 
and His Providence. 

It is obvious to all Catholics, and at the same difficult for them 
to understand why it is not so to all who profess belief in God, that 
unity in Faith presupposes a final authority in religious matters, and 
further, that this authority must be living, express, and infallible. We 
know that such an authority has been actually and permanently estab- 
lished by Christ in the person of St. Peter, and that this selfsame au- 
thority has been continued to our own day, and will continue until 
the end of time in St. Peter’s successors, the Popes of the Holy Catho- 
lic Church. True Unity, therefore, can be found only in the Fold 
of Christ under the leadership of the Supreme Pontiff. 

The recent conference held in Amsterdam, Holland, under the 
auspices of Christian sects, gives evidence of the ever greater interest 
being manifested by Christians in every land in the question of unity 
of Faith, and in the means whereby such unity may become an ac- 
complished fact in the providence of Almighty God. But sad to say, 
prejudices and mistaken beliefs blind these advocates of unity to the 
real means whereby the desired end might be achieved, and make their 
efforts fruitless. The absence of representatives of the Catholic Church 
at this conference is self-evident to all well-instructed Catholics. but 
to those who do not understand the position of the Catholic Church 
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it has proved a source of criticism. But TRUTH cannot be changed, 
nor shackled, and union such as the non-Catholic denominations hope 
to attain can never be realized. It is our obligation to implore God’s 
grace that they may recognize that the Catholic Church is in very 
reality the Church founded by Christ, and take the step to enter her 
Fold. 

- St. Augustine says of the Church’s ONENESS: “This is the 
Holy Church, the One Church, the Catholic Church, the only True 
Church, which, contending against all heresies, may herself be assailed, 
but cannot be overcome. All heresies have gone out from her like 
useless branches cut off from the vine, she Herself remaining fixed 
to the Root, fixed to the stock, fixed in charity, against which the gates 
of hell cannot prevail.” 

St. Clement of Alexandria, writing in the second century, says: 
“It is clear that there is only one True Church which alone is ancient 
and in which accurate knowledge and the right doctrine are found.” 
Tertullian affirms further that we are not allowed to choose what 
another than Christ has invented. We have the Apostles as founders, 
who were not themselves the inventors nor authors of what they left 
us, but who have faithfully taught the world the doctrine received from 
Christ. 

In the third century Origen declared: “Men are exposed to error 
because they turn not their eyes to the fountain of Truth.” He con- 
tinues, “If anyone would seriously weigh the things therein, arguing 
would no longer be necessary. The proof is easy. Christ addresses 
Peter: ‘I say to thee, thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
My Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.’... He 
that does not hold the unity of the Church, can he think that he holds 
the unity of the Faith? He that opposes and withstands the Church, 
can he trust that he is in the Church?” 


The Catholic Church alone retains the true Faith and the true wor- 
ship of God. It is the source of Truth, the dwelling of Faith, the 
Temple of God. ; 

The observance of the Church Unity Octave extends from January 
18, the Feast of St. Peter’s Chair in Rome, up to and including the 
Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, January 25. The faithful are 
urged to assist at the Holy Sacrifice and receive Holy Communion daily 
or as frequently as possible, and to attend any public devotions that 
may be held. Pope Benedict XV, by apostolic Brief, decreed the form 
of prayers which are to be recited for the daily intentions of the Octave, 
by the recitation of which a plenary indulgence may be gained each 
day of the Octave if the requirements for a plenary indulgence — 
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confession, Communion, visit, and prayer for the intentions of the Pope 
— are also complied with. Whenever the prescribed prayers are re- 
cited either during the Octave, or at other times, the faithful may gain 
an indulgence of three hundred days. The form of prayers and the 
daily intentions are as follows:— 


Antiphon. That they all may be One, as Thou, Father, in Me, and 
I in Thee; that they also may be one in Us; that the world may believe 
that Thou hast sent Me. (John xvii. 21.) 


v. I say unto thee that thou art Peter. 
r. And upon this Rock I will build My Church. 


Prayer 


O Lord Jesus Christ, who saidst unto Thine Apostles: Peace I 
leave you, My peace I give unto you; regard not our sins, but the 
faith of Thy Church, and grant unto her that peace and unity which 
are agreeable to Thy will. Who livest and reignest God forever and 
ever. Amen. 


The Daily Intentions 


Jan. 18. Feast of St. Peter’s Chair at Rome. The return of all the 
“other sheep” to the one Fold of St. Peter, the One Shepherd. 

Jan. 19. The return of all Oriental Separatists to communion with the 
Apostolic See. 

Jan. 20. The submission of Anglicans to the authority of the Vicar of 
Christ. 

Jan. 21. That the Lutherans and all other Protestants of Continental 
Europe may find their way “back to Holy Church.” 

Jan. 22. That Christians in America may become one in communion 
with the Chair of St. Peter. 

Jan. 23. The return of lapsed Catholics to the Sacraments. 

Jan. 24. The conversion of the Jews. 

Jan. 25. Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. The missionary conquest 
of the world to Christ. 


All Catholics are urged to take a personal part in this universal 
week of prayer to promote the unity of Christendom and to bring 
about the conversion to the True Faith of those outside the Fold of 
Christ. This week is well-suited to individual initiative, too, in the 
way of missionary work, such as extending invitations to non-Catholic 
friends to attend a Catholic Church service and to take part in this 
week of prayer, spreading Catholic literature, and otherwise promoting 
the dissemination of information on the Catholic Church. 














Know and Explain Vour Catholic Faith 
. titi 
The Apostles’ Creed 


ARTICLE XII — LIFE EVERLASTING (concluded) 
etait 


Eternity of Heaven’s Joys 


the heavenly kingdom is the eternity and the absolute security of 

all their enjoyments. Their joys are even linked with God’s 
eternity; and, by the unalterable decrees of His Divine love, they can 
no more cease to be happy than He can cease to be God. The honors, 
riches and pleasures of this world are all, alas, short and momentary — 
could they even continue with us for the whole time of our mortal life. 
What happiness, then, for the faithful Christian soul to look forward 
to an eternity of incomprehensible and never-ending felicity to reward 
his fidelity in the love and service of God, and to recompense the short 
labors and sufferings of his mortal career. 

ETERNITY! How awe-inspiring is that word! Our frail minds 
can scarcely grasp its meaning. A feeling of faintness overpowers us 
when we pause to reflect on it for a length of time, and we must relin- 
quish the thought, lest the effort prove too great a strain for our weak 
mind. Nevertheless, it is a salutary thing to occupy oneself with the 
thought of eternity from time to time, and to remember that after a 
few short years it will become for us a tremendous reality. 

Even the longest life on this earth — such as the life of Methu- 
selah, who lived 969 years — is but a moment compared with the 
endless ages of eternity. If we were to count as many years as there 
are stars in the heavens, drops of water in all the oceans, lakes and 
rivers, blades of grass on all the continents of the earth, and grains of 
sand in all the world’s deserts, and multiply them by their total, the 
sum, though staggering, would still be but an infinitesimal part of 
eternity. 

O ETERNITY! Yes, we may well stand breathless before this 
awful reality. How insignificant, compared to its endless ages, is the 
short span of our life here below, and yet — how full of importance 
are these few years, since our happiness or woe for all eternity depends 
upon the use we make of them. God leaves each one of us free to 
make our choice, for He has éndowed every human being with a free 
will, and respects that free will sovereignly. He forces no one to love 


T HE thing that completes the happiness of the servants of God in 
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Him, compels no one to serve Him. It is WE ourselves who write 
the sentence of our Own destiny day by day, by the good or evil works 
we perform. 

How foolhardy are they who close their eyes to this astounding 
reality, and blindly deny the existence of God and His eternal threats 
and promises! Ah, if (to imagine something impossible) a damned 
soul could return to earth, to be given a second opportunity to work out 
its salvation, may we not believe it would use the precious moments 
of time allotted to it very differently than it used the time of its first 
probation? But no such opportunity will ever be given, for God gives 
to each one only ONE life, only ONE opportunity to gain the crown of 
eternal happiness; and the soul that is lost is lost FOREVER! 

Oh, what a pleasure it is to lose oneself in the prospect of the 
boundless ocean of eternal bliss! To think of being forever plunged 
into the immense abyss of the Divinity Itself! What a delight to be 
counting up millions of millions of ages, crowned with all the honors, 
riches and enjoyments of the heavenly paradise; and after all to find 
oneself no nearer the end of this felicity than when one started. 

Moreover, there is not only an absolute assurance that the joys of 
heaven will never have an end, but also that they will never suffer the 
least decay or diminution, or in any way become tedious or less agree- 
able by reason of the infinite length of the possession of them. For 
as the God whom the blessed perpetually enjoy is an inexhaustible 
treasure of all happiness, so the joy and delight of those who eternally 
enjoy Him is ever fresh and ever new, and continually fills the whole 
capacity and fully satisfies all the desires of the blessed. 


The Marriage Feast of the Lamb 

Eternal happiness is metaphorically called a marriage of the soul 
with Christ. For it is only in heaven that the perfect and complete 
union of the soul with the Divine Bridegroom will be effected — a 
union symbolized here below in a very faint and imperfect way by the 
nuptial bond which unites husband and wife. ‘In this mortal life,” 
says St. Francis de Sales, ‘“‘the soul is truly espoused and betrothed to 
the Immaculate Lamb (Christ), but not as yet married to Him; the 
troth is plighted, the promise given, but the conclusion of the marriage 
is deferred, so that we have always time but never reason to withdraw 
from it... But in heaven, the marriage of this Divine union being cele- 
brated, the bond which ties our hearts to their sovereign principle 
shall be eternally indissoluble.” 


(Treatise on the Love of God, Book III, ch. VI) 

To attempt to describe the deep mystery of this sublime union or 
the manner in which it is effected would be to venture far beyond our 
depths. We must leave this to the great masters of the spiritual life 
who are competent to treat of such deep and intricate matters, at 
least to some extent; but even they can only speculate upon the mar- 
velous relations of the soul with God in eternity. 

The marriage of Christ with the whole assembly of the redeemed 
is represented in the Apocalypse under the figure of a marriage supper 
of the Lamb with the Church. This figure indicates the serene repose 
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of eternal peace which nothing can disturb forevermore. 

Describing this mysterious vision, St. John writes: “And I heard 
as it were a voice of a great crowd, and as the voice of many waters, 
and as the voice of mighty thunders, saying, ‘Alleluia! for the Lord, 
our God almighty, now reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice, and give 
glory to Him; for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His Spouse 
has prepared herself. And she has been permitted to clothe herself 
in fine linen, shining, bright. For the fine linen is the just deeds of 
the saints.’ And he (the angel) said to me, ‘Write: Blessed are they 
who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb’”’ (xix. 6-9). 


This figure is very fitting, when we think of the manifold joys 
and pleasures of a royal banquet and the great splendor and magnifi- 
cent display which grace such occasions. Kings and princes, of past 
and present times, when they have wished to show the riches and 
glories of their kingdoms, and the greatness of their power, have found 
no better or more effectual means of doing so than to make a magnifi- 
cent feast for all the princes and nobles of their realm. 

Holy Scripture describes such a royal banquet, prepared by King 
Assuerus, and continuing for one hundred and eighty days. (Esther i.) 
The magnificence of this royal entertainment defies description. And 
yet what is the splendor of this or of any other worldly banquet com- 
pared with the marriage supper which Christ, the King of heaven 
and earth, will celebrate eternally in His heavenly palace with the 
countless. multitudes of the blessed from all nations of earth, of every 
age since the beginning of time; where all the guests are kings and 
queens and share in the power and glory of their Sovereign Lord, and 
where they are delighted by the most ravishing music and by every 
form of pleasure which their nature is capable of enjoying. 

This celestial feast represents the supreme triumph of Christ as 
Redeemer of the human race. ‘“Then,’’ says Abbot Marmion, O.S.B., 
“His work as Chief and Head of the Church will be achieved, entirely 
consummated. Christ will possess this Church for which He delivered 
Himself up, that she might be glorious... The Mystical Body will have 
wholly come ‘unto the measure of the age of the fulness of Christ’ 
(Ephes. iv. 13). Then Jesus Christ will present to His Father that 
multitude of the elect of whom He is the Elder Brother. What a glori- 
ous sight it will be to see this kingdom subject to Jesus, to contemplate 
the work of His Blood and His grace, offered by Christ Himself to the 
glory of His Father!... What ineffable beatitude to belong to this 
kingdom together with the Blessed Virgin, the angels, the elect, the 
blessed souls we have known here below, with whom we have been 
united by ties of blood or by holy affection! Then Jesus will be able 
to say in all truth to His Father: ‘I have finished the work Thou gavest 
Me to do.’ The wish manifested by His Sacred Heart at the Last 
Supper will be fulfilled: ‘Father... I pray for them whom Thou hast 
given Me... that they may have My joy filled in themselves... that 
where I am, they also whom Thou hast given Me may be; that they 
may see My glory... that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me 
may be in them’ (John xvii. 4, 9, 13, 24, 26). The Church Triumphant 
will contemplate the glory of her Head; she herself will be filled with 
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the fulness of joy. Divine, eternal life will flow forth from Christ into 
each one of us, and we shall reign forever with Him.” 
(“Christ, the Life of the Soul,’’ chapt. xiii.) 


We Ought to Long for Heaven and Strive Unceasingly 

to Attain It 

The description which we have endeavored to give of heaven and 
of its ravishing joys is but a shadow of the Divine reality of the beati- 
tude awaiting the souls of the elect in heaven. We need but recall the 
words of St. Paul (quoted earlier in this treatise) that ‘““Eye has not 
seen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart of man, what 
things God has prepared for those who love Him” (i. Cor. 2, 9). 

However, the joys we have attempted to describe are all grounded 
on the truths of faith and are true as to their species, though their 
mode is hidden from us; but they are infinitely more blissful and won- 
derful, infinitely more glorious and beautiful than any mortal could 
imagine. s 

But supposing heaven were in reality as we have described it, with 
whatever additions the pious reader’s imagination might suggest; 
would it not even then be more than sufficient to inspire the firm deter- 
mination to bend every effort toward attaining that glorious prize of 
eternal life at all costs, and moreover, to merit the highest possible 
degree of glory in heaven? 

And yet, sad to say, there are countless numbers of souls who 
seldom or never think of heaven, who exhibit the most deplorable in- 
difference toward the things of eternity! Weighed down to earth, they 
run after its perishable goods and plunge into its mad whirl of pleas- 
ures in a vain quest for happiness. Alas! how the Heart of our Heaven- 
ly Father must be grieved by such apathy and ingratitude on the part of 
His children! In the revelations of the Ven. Mary of Agreda we read 
that our Blessed Mother once complained to her of the lamentable and 
inexcusable ignorance of men in so knowingly forgetting the eternal 
glory which God has prepared for those who dispose themselves to 
merit it. She bewailed the fact that men entangle themselves in world- 
ly desires and occupations and have no care or attention for the goods 
of eternity, and said that those who wilfully forget the eternal glory 
and happiness of heaven are in evident danger of losing it. She ex- 
horted her faithful servant to bewail with tears this great negligence 
and to grieve without consolation over the ruin of so many souls bought 
by the Blood of her Divine Son. Moreover, she severely censured those 
who declare that they will be content with the least degree of glory in 
heaven, just so they are saved. Such sentiments, she said, arise from 
great foolishness and want of Divine love. Those who seek to make 
such a bargain with God offend Him and tempt Him to permit them to 
live in continual danger of perdition; and such persons are to be se- 
verely reproved, who, in order to avoid sufferings and crosses, look for 
a curtailed reward. For this is contrary to the inclination of God’s 
goodness and to His desire of seeing souls multiply their merits in order 
to gain a copious reward in heaven. 

Devotees of the world make even heroic efforts and sacrifices in 
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order to gain some material end — wealth, position, honor, pleasure... 
Shall not we, then, be equally generous and determined in striving after 
an imperishable crown of glory, and all the fathomless joys of heaven? 

One who never thinks of heaven lacks a most powerful incentive 
to strive for heaven. Let us, then, frequently call to mind the happy 
eternity that awaits the faithful servants of God in heaven, so that 
thereby we may avoid the danger of falling into lukewarmness or of 
proving unfaithful to our resolution. This ever-present thought of 
heaven will stir us up to labor in the surest manner to attain eternal 
glory in the highest degree possible to us and will make us bear pa- 
tiently and cheerfully the trials and troubles of this life, which are but 
short and transitory compared with eternity. It will induce us to 
serve God lovingly and faithfully and to follow His inspirations with 
great generosity. No danger, no toil, no sacrifice, no pain or fatigue 
ought to impede us in the pursuit of this one great end — the attain- 
ing of heaven. It is well worth all we can do, and a thousand times 
more than we are called upon to do. It may cost us some struggles, 
some sacrifices, some sufferings. But has not Our Lord Himself said, 
“The kingdom of heaven has been enduring violent assault, and the 
violent have been seizing it by force’ (Matt. xi. 12)? When we con- 
sider the immeasurable ocean of bliss prepared for us in heaven, even 
the greatest sufferings and sacrifices pale into insignificance. 

To gain heaven, it is not necessary to do extraordinary things; it is 
sufficient to perform well the daily duties of our state of life, and to 
make them meritorious in the sight of God and available to our salva- 
tion by a holy intention and great love. Let us then multiply and 
strengthen our desire for heavenly things, and infuse into every work, 
how trifling soever it may be, a strong will and a vehement desire to 
purchase eternal happiness. Let us often say to ourselves, with true 
firmness and resolution: “Cost what it may, I must gain heaven! Noth- 
ing in all this fleeting world shall deter me from gaining everlasting 
happiness!”’ 

Mindful, however, that of ourselves we can do nothing, for we are 
frai] creatures prone to evil, we must not fail to ask the saints of God, 
our elder brothers and sisters, to aid us by their prayers, that we may 
firmly tread the way they trod on earth — the way of holiness and 
mortification, — that we too may reach heaven and rejoice with them 
forever. And above all, we ought frequently to implore of God the 
grace of final perseverance — the most desirable gift we can hope for 
in this life, yet one which we cannot obtain except from the hand of 
God, as the Council of Trent teaches. And while incessantly asking it 
of God, we must also make good use of the means to obtain it: prayer, 
fasting, almsdeeds, frequenting the sacraments, assisting at Holy Mass, 
and all the other copious means which God places at our disposal. 
Let us never forget that our salvation depends upon our faithful co- 
operation with God’s grace; for although He created us without any 
co-operation on our part, He will not save us without our co-operation. 

Oh, shall we not then willingly embrace all that will bring us 
greater bliss in heaven? sufferings and humiliations, prayer and pen- 
ance, labor and conflict for the honor of God? For this is the material 
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of which our heavenly crown will be fashioned; these are the precious 
diamonds and pearls which will render it brilliant and glorious. And 
let us seek to commence, here on earth, the life which will be ours for 
all eternity in heaven — a life of interior union with God and of con- 
stant familiar intercourse with Him. Let us cultivate frequent, secret 
and familiar colloquies with the God of our hearts; look up to Him 
again and again amid our labors and occupations; ask His counsei in 
all our affairs; fly to Him in all our troubles, and seek comfort from 
Him in all our tribulations. In a word, let us live a life of faith, and 
God will take up His abode in our hearts and will fill us with a peace 
which the world cannot give. Amid the consolations of this familiar 
intercourse, the time of our earthly banishment will quickly pass away. 
Soon, very soon, the time will come when He will call us away from 
earth to the heavenly paradise, from the temporal life of faith to the 
eternal life of light, from love exhibited in suffering to love manifested 
in joy, from a life of sorrow and care to a life of unalloyed happiness. 

“Behold, I come quickly,’’ He says in the Apocalypse, ‘‘and My 
reward is with Me to render to each one according to his works. I am 
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end!”’ 
And the Apostle adds: “Blessed are they who wash their robes (in the 
Blood of the Lamb) that they may have their right to the tree of life, 
and that by the gates they may enter into the city’’ (Apoc. xxii. 12-14). 


The ills of life, its troubles and its cares, 
Are priceless gifts, which every hour prepares 
That we may turn them into gold, 
Make them bear fruit a hundredfold. 
With living Faith and Hope, thy kindly guides, 
And grace celestial ever nigh, 
Plod on thy way, and gaze on high, 
When courage fails thee, Man, or woe betides. 
Though sad, and long thou may’st here toil and roam, 
At last, in joy, thoul’t reach thy destined HOME! 


(To be concluded with a brief explanation of the “Amen.” 





The Regret of the Poor Souls in Not 
Having Made Good Use of Time 
Mowe je 


NE of the greatest sufferings of the poor souls in purgatory is 
their helplessness. They cannot do anything which in the small- 
est degree will bring them nearer to heaven, where they long to 

be with such an exceeding longing, that they may, by their prayers, 
further the interests of God on earth, and that they may intercede for 
other poor souls suffering in purgatory as they are now suffering them- 
selves. In other words, they desire with an intense longing to reach 
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* heaven, that they may, so to say, work for God! Poor souls! and the 
thought is ever present to them that if they had wished, they might 
have done so much more for His glory when they were on earth. 

If we could but understand what this thought is to the poor, lov- 
ing, helpless souls in purgatory, how we should pity them! Let their 
pain be a lesson to us. God still gives us time to work for Him, and 
we cannot do better than employ it for these, His friends and ours. 
Let us, by our prayers and aspirations, help them to reach heaven; 
then they will glorify God for us far better than we can do it our- 
selves; they will protect God’s Church Militant, they will plead for 
His Church Suffering; and we will not have to regret in our turn the 
misuse of time. 

Divine Heart of Jesus, convert sinners, save the dying, deliver 
the holy souls in purgatory! Ind. of 300 days. 





Little Lovers’ League 









Sa) HE happy day of our Savior’s birth is now past, but it 
is still a time of rejoicing, for the season of Christmas 
does not end until February 2d. _—‘ This month of Janu- 
ary is dedicated to the Holy Infant, and during it we keep 
the feasts of His holy Childhood. On January 2, we honor 
His Holy Name, JESUS, which was given to Him eight days after His 
birth. On Christmas we listened to the song of the angels, “Glory be 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men of good will.” One 
of our first duties is to “give glory to God,” as the angels do, and one 
way we can do this is to honor the holy Name of Jesus. Whenever 
we pronounce It, let us do so reverently and bow our head to show 
that we reverence this sacred Name. The holy Apostle, St. Paul, who 
loved the Name of Jesus so much that he mentioned It or wrote about 
It in nearly all of his Epistles, tells us: “At the Name of Jesus every 
knee should bend, in heaven, on earth, and under the earth (that is, 
in hell). So-let us often repeat It prayerfully and devoutly, first to 
give glory to God and secondly, to make up for those who misuse It 
and dishonor God. If we do so, we show that we are “of good will,” 
and try to carry out in our lives the will of God, while we also make 
up for those who have a bad will. 

The very first worshipers of the Divine Child after His Blessed 
Mother and St. Joseph were the angels. Then came the shepherds, 
who were told of our Savior’s blessed birth by the angels. Probably 
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none of.the people of Bethlehem came to worship the newborn King, ° 
but from far-off lands came three holy Kings. You have often heard 
the story, and know how they were guided by a star to the place where 
Jesus was to be found. They underwent many hardships and trials, 
but were finally rewarded in finding Jesus, and the Gospel tells us, 
“They fell down and adored Him... and offered Him gifts: GOLD, 
FRANKINCENSE and MYRRH.” 

Herod and the worldly-minded people of Bethlehem did not see 
the star, because they had no faith. Perhaps you may have wished 
sometimes that you could have seen the star and accompanied the Wise 
Men. If you have faith, and surely you do, there is a star that shines 
for you also. It is the light of the sanctuary lamp, which tells you 
that the same Jesus whom the Kings adored in Bethlehem is present 
in the tabernacle. Many times, perhaps, you pass by the church and 
do not stop for a visit with Jesus. But by such a visit you can imitate 
the holy kings and offer to Jesus the gold of your LOVE, the incense 
of fervent PRAYER, and the myrrh of SACRIFICE in giving up a 
few moments of your time for Him. You need not stay long, but 
your visit and gifts will give glory and pleasure to Jesus just as did 
the visit of the Magi, which we celebrate on January 6, the feast of 
the Epiphany. 

Practice: Make a New Year’s resolution to be very devout towards 
the holy Name of Jesus, by reverently bowing your head each time you 
say It or hear It, with the intention of making reparation for those 
who misuse It. 

Make a resolution also to visit Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament 


whenever you can, in imitation of the Magi who traveled so far to 
see Him. 


Aspiration: O Jesus, grant that I may be Thine, wholly Thine, 
forever Thine! 


St. John Bosco 


Feast, January 31 


| a little town in northern Italy, not far from Turin, John Bosco 
was born on the 15th of August, 1815. His father died when he 
Was only two years old and he was brought up by his saintly mother. 
As a boy he showed a great love for Holy Mass by serving the priest 
at every chance. When he was nine years old he had a dream in 
which he seemed to see a number of boys cursing and fighting with 
each other. He rushed in amongst them, punching and striking them, 
trying to force them to be good. A kindly gentleman who was stand- 
ing near, said, “John, it is not by force that boys can be won to better 
things, but rather by showing them the beauty of virtues.’’ Then in 
his dream he saw a beautiful lady who put her hand on his head and 
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said, ‘‘Be good and work hard, and when the time comes you will 
understand what this means.’’ When John Bosco told his mother 
about his dream, she said, ‘‘My son, you will be a priest.” 


From that time forward the priesthood was his goal, and finally, 
after many difficulties due to his poverty, John was ordained in the 
year 1841. His mind was full of plans and ideas for helping poor 
boys. He talked about these plans to other priests and told them about 
a school he would like to build, in which, besides ordinary classrooms, 
there would be shops where all kinds of trades could be learned, and 
also a large playground and a chapel. But they only shook their heads, 
and the time came when they even thought that he had lost his mind 
in trying to carry out his plans to help poor boys. 

However, Don Bosco, as he was called, did not give up. Turin 
was a manufacturing city, and many poor people lived there. So he 
rented a house in the poorer section of the city, gathered a number 
of boys together, and started a school. He built additions to the school 
as time went on, and soon was teaching the boys every kind of trade: 
carpentering, tailoring, shoemaking, bookbinding and printing. A 
number of other priests, seeing the great work being done by Don 
Bosco, joined him. Together with them he formed a religious society 
under the patronage of St. Francis de Sales. They were called the 
Salesians. 

Don Bosco’s school was in the slums of Turin where many ignor- 
ant and evil-minded people lived. They did not like the idea of a 
religious institution of this kind in their midst, and not only did they 
annoy the saint but even attempted to do him bodily harm. Once 
someone tried to shoot him. Another time a man tried to kill him 
with a butcher knife. But St. John Bosco had a strange guardian, a 
huge grey dog, who was always on hand to protect him. Don Bosco 
called him “Grigio.”” Many people now believe he was Don Bosco’s 
guardian angel who took the form of a dog. 

Don Bosco built a beautiful church in honor of Our Lady, Help 
of Christians, to whom he had great devotion and who helped him 
obtain the means to carry on his works of charity. Pope Pius IX 
and King Victor Emmanuel contributed towards this noble work. 

Don Bosco’s fame as an educator spread all over Europe and 
people traveled from far and near to Turin to visit his school and learn 
about his methods of teaching. Throughout his life Don Bosco was 
deeply devoted to the Pope and to the work of the Holy See. On 
his deathbed he wrote the following words: ‘“‘Solemnly do I declare 
that I have made my own all of the sentiments of faith and veneration 
and reverence and honor that St. Francis de Sales felt towards the 
Chair of St. Peter. It is my wish that all my followers may never 
depart from the ideals of St. Francis de Sales, our patron. May they 
ever be ready to accept the decision of the Pope, not only in matters 
of faith and discipline, but even in those about which we have a right 
to disagree. May they follow the point of view of the Pope, even 
though he has expressed it only privately.” 

Don Bosco died on January 31, 1888. He was canonized on 
Easter Sunday in the year 1934. His legacy to the Church is the 
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religious order of men, known as the Salesians, who have schools for 
boys in every part of the world. They conduct evening schools also 
for adults, trade and technical schools, and schools for those who enter 
the priesthood late in life. The Salesians are also in charge of hospitals, 
and nurse the sick, and also take care of parishes and act as mission- 
aries. The Daughters of Mary, Help of Christians, are the members of 
the Sisterhood which the saint founded, and they do for girls what 
the Salesians do for boys. 

We cannot imitate St. John Bosco in being founders of religious 
Orders or building schools. But we can do much good by contributing 
generously to such good works as help to educate poor children, especial- 
ly the missions, and by praying for their success. And we can imitate 
St. John’s love for the Holy Father by being obedient to the Holy 
Father’s wishes, for example, his oft-repeated wish that the children 
pray to the Blessed Virgin for peace for the world. 


A Contest 


We have a feeling that our Little Lovers are watching for an an- 
nouncement of a contest. Here it is, and we hope it will be interesting 
and yet not take too much of your time. We will call it “The Christmas 
Alphabet.” The object is to find a word for each letter of the alphabet 
— from A to Z — which tells something about Christmas. For example, 
take the letter B. As soon as we say it, we think of BETHLEHEM. 
It could also stand for Baby Jesus. But we don’t want to spoil it by 
our suggestions, so get busy and see what you can do. Remember, 
each word must tell us something about Christmas. 

Children from the first to the eighth grade may take part. When 
you send in your Christmas Alphabet be sure and give your NAME, 
your SCHOOL, your GRADE, your AGE, and ADDRESS. The winners 
will receive a pencil with an image of the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
All who take part will receive a holy picture of the Child Jesus. 


Spiritual Vitamin for January 


O Jesus, fill our hearts with the sacred balm of Thy Divine Name, 
that the sweetness of its perfume may spread into all our senses, and 
over all our acts. (St. Francis De Sales) 


Contents — January, 1949 


New Year Greeting — Devotion to the Holy Name — Redeem the 
Time — The Epiphany and the Eucharist — Misery Calls upon Mercy — 
The Flight into Egypt — The One True Fold — Know and Explain 
Your Catholic Faith — The Regret of the Poor Souls in Not Having 
Made Good Use of Time — Little Lovers’ League. 
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Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus — A booklet of charm- 
ingly simple and affecting prayers in honor of the Divine Infant, appropriate 
for the month of the Holy Childhood. 10¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — Part | 
(Advent to Pentecost) — A treasury of liturgical prayers arranged for 
the major feasts of Our Lord and seasons of the liturgical cycle, to enable 
the lay Catholic to enter into the spirit of the feast being celebrated. Con- 
tents include: Advent; Christmastide — Nativity, Circumcision, Holy Name, 
Epiphany, Feast of the Holy Family, Presentation in the Temple; Passion- 
tide; Paschal Time; Ascensiontide. 96 pages. 15¢ 

Part I] — A companion booklet including the feasts from Penteco: 
to Advent. 96 pages. 15¢ 

St. Therese of the Child Jesus — Charming sketch of her life, 
with prayers. 10¢ 


Church Unity 
MOctave 


January 18 to January 25. 





Have you ever won a convert to the Faith? why not sow 
the good seed during Church Unity Octave by spreading information on 
the Catholic Church and its doctrines? We suggest the following booklets: 


Do You Know the Church? How to Find the True Church 
Rays of Catholic Truth Fountains of Salvation 
Confession, the Sacrament of Sacramentals 


Mercy and Peace 
The Rosary, My Treasure 
10¢ each; reduction for 25 or more, 


A complete list of BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS (76 titles) may be had 
on request. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


God Himself, Our Sacrifice 
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its practices! 


Heart of Our Mother and Queen — A ew, inspiring 
booklet on the Immaculate Heart of Mary, treating of devotion to the Immacu- 
late Heart, revelations to the seers of Fatima, and special practices of devo- 
tion. Contains the new Mass in honor of the Immaculate Heart, Acts of Con- 
secration, reparation, and other prayers. 10¢ 


From Earth to Heaven — An instructive booklet offering valu- 
able information on the meaning and purpose of a Christian life, and suggest- 
ing means to be adopted in our daily warfare against the world, the flesh and 
the devil, in order to reach our ultimate goal —- HEAVEN. 10¢ 


Pathways to Peace — A booklet on God’s love and providence 
to encourage souls to seek peace of heart and mind in the practice of faith, 
hope and charity. 10¢ 


Magnificence of the Love of God, and the Efficacy 


of Perfect Contrition — Make use of the precious moments of life 
to make acts of perfect love and contrition, which are among the most excel- 
lent means to sanctify oneself and sources of great merit for eternity. This 
booklet shows how easy it is to practice this simple means of sanctity, and 
encourages souls to make frequent use of these acts. 10¢ 


A Novena of Communions — What more excellent novena 
can be made than one of Holy Communions? This booklet, containing a ser- 
ies of reflections on the marvelous graces of Holy Communion, and specially 
arranged for use in a novena, will delight you. It may also be used for 
visits, Holy Hours, ete. 10¢ 


Conformity to the Will of God — 4 very consoling book- 
let for both Catholics and non-Catholics. 10¢ 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 


Another consoling booklet to help the sick a good use of their sufferings. 
10¢ 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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